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SINCE 1838

1838 A charter for the
College was granted by the
State Legislature on December
28th.

1839 210 acres of land were
purchased from the Trustees of
Greensborough Female
College.

1840 Fundraising was slowed
by an economic depression,
but Mrs. Susan Mendenhall
bequeathed $4,000 to the
College.

1841 A small group of
Methodist men tried to
convince the NC Conference to
locate the College in Leasburg,
NC.

1842 Begun by the Trustees
in 1838 as the Greensborough
Female College Institute, the
Greensboro Female Academy
operated locally.

1843 The cornerstone of
Main Building was laid.

1844 A financial report to the
NC Conference listed the
Coll egebs

1845 Main Building was
completed at a cost of
$25,000.

1846 The Sigourneyian
Society was formed for the
advancement of literature.
Rev. Solomon Lea became the
Col | e g présglentl ad
classes began on April 15th.
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Rev. Solomon Lea

1847 Dr. Albert M. Shipp
began his term as the

Coll egebs 2nd

Dr. Albert M. Shipp

1848 Six young ladies
became t he
graduates. A second literary
society, the Philomathesian
Society, was formed.

1849 Courses of study
included philosophy, algebra,
mental and moral science,
chemistry, astronomy, and
Latin.

1850 Dr. Charles F. Deems
became the College's 3rd
president. Mary Jane Swain
Porter, the mother of author
William Sydney Porter (O.
Henry), graduated.

Dr. Charles F. Deems

1851 Tuition, room, and
board for both five month
sessions was $120, not
including fees for music, oil
painting, drawing, or French.

1852 Young ladies had to be
at least fourteen years of age
to attend the College.
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1853 Ten faculty members
taught thirty-eight courses, not
including music or art.

1854 Dr. Turner M. Jones
began his term as the
College's 4th president.

Dr. Turner M. Jones

1855 Attendance at chapel
and recitations was mandatory.

1856 To accommodate
increasing enroliment (143),
the west wing was added to
Main Building.

Col | el§s 6The Gollegesuniform

was "Mazarine blue worsted for
winter, and plain white Jaconet
for summer." No jewelry was to
be worn at any time.

1858 The academic year
consisted of two sessions of
twenty-one weeks.

1859 The east wing was
added to Main Building,
allowing for a total of 174
boarding students.

Main Building, circa 1860

1860 Young ladies entering
the College were tested on a
variety of subjects to determine
into which class they would be
placed.

1861 Nancy Witcher Keen
Langhorne, mother of Lady
Astor, attended the College.
Since 1846, 152 young ladies
had graduated.

1862 Diplomas or Certificates
of Proficiency were granted to

the young ladies upon
graduation.

1863 Fire destroyed the
original Main Building on
August 9th.

1864 A large quantity of
lumber and brick was secured
for rebuilding, but was taken by
the Federal Army.

1865 Dr. Turner M. Jones
continued his efforts to raise
money for the rebuilding of the
College.

1866 Dr. Jones moved to
Louisburg, NC and opened a
school for young ladies.

1867 Dr. Jones moved to
Warrenton, NC and opened
another school for young
ladies.

1868 Sentiment remained
high within the NC Methodist
Conference regarding the
necessity of rebuilding the
College.

1869 Rev. Peter Doub, the
College's founder, passed
away in the same year that a
new charter was obtained from
the State Legislature.
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Rev. Peter Doub

1870 A new board of trustees
was organized, and the
Coll egebds assets

1871 Reconstruction of Main
Building began.

1872 Exterior restoration
work was completed and
interior work began.

1873 Dr. Jones resumed his
presidency, and the College
reopened on Aug. 27th with an
enrolliment of 154 students.
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Main Building, 1873-1904

1874 Gentlemen wishing to
call upon the young ladies of
the College were required to
present letters of introduction
from the pupil's parents.

1875 Correspondence with
gentlemen was permitted only
with the permission of the
parents.

1876 Purchases in town
could only be made under the
guidance of the College
President, and visits to town
were chaperoned.

1877 "Strict attention was
paid to the cultivation of true
refinement, purity of morals,
and Christian principles."”

1878 Exercise for the young
ladies consisted of a daily
constitutional, or walk.

1879 The Mary Lyon Society
promoted "the cultivation of
tastes and

1880 Tuition, room, and
board for an academic year
was $150, not including fees
for special courses such as art
and music.

1881 The library's reading
room was "supplied with the
best periodical literature of the
day, consisting of Quarterlies,
Monthlies, Weekly and a few
Daily Newspapers."

1882 A group of prominent
local laymen purchased the
College to keep it financially
solvent. Also, the Irving
Literary Society was founded.

1883 Using dumb-bells,

rings, wands, and Indian clubs,
the young ladies received daily

calisthenic instruction.

1884 The Alumnae
Association was established
and repurchased the College.

1885 Due to the difficulties of
travel, there was no winter
vacation during the academic
year. The first issue of the
literary journal The College
Message was published.

1886 A collegiate course of
study requiring four years
began being offered.

1887 There were 17 faculty
members, 170 students from
five states, and 461 alumnae.

1888 54 students were taking
art, and 144 students were
taking music.

1889 In the Literary
Department, Metaphysics
consisted of courses in Logic,
Moral Philosophy, Psychology,
and Evidences of Christianity.

1890 Dr. Benjamin F. Dixon
became the College's 5th
president. The Emerson
Literary Society was formed.
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Dr. Benjamin F. Dixon

1891 Stenography,
typewriting, penmanship, and

bookkeeping were also offered.

1892 The young ladies of the
College were permitted a small
amount of "pocket-money."

1893 Dr. Frank L. Reid

began his term as the
College's 6th president.

Dr. Frank L. Reid

1894 Dr. Dred Peacock
became the College's 7th
president . He and his wife
established the Ethel Carr
Peacock Reading Room,
consisting of over 4,000
volumes, in memory of their
daughter.

Dr. Dred Peacock

1895 "Every candidate for
graduation must present to the
Faculty an approved Thesis on
a subject furnished by the
Committee appointed for that
purpose.”

1896 Main Building had
steam, electricity, water, and a
tin roof.

1897 Freshmen and
sophomores spent 30 hours a
week in class, juniors and
seniors 22 to 24 hours.

1898 Classes in art focused
on drawing, crayon, pastel, oil
painting, and watercolor.

1899 There were 18 faculty
members and 159 students,
including special students.

1900 The Class of 1900 was
nicknamed the "noughty-
nought" class. Since 1846, 692
young ladies had graduated.

1901 Students taking music
were required to practice two
to four hours a day and to take
part in semi-monthly recitals.

1902 Mrs. Lucy H.
Robertson, the College's only
female president, took office as
the College's 8th president.

Mrs. Lucy H. Robertson

1903 The Trustees decided
to sell the College due to
financial hardship until Miss
Nannie Lee Smith (Class of
1893) helped raise $25,000 in
30 days. The first official
yearbook, The Tattler, made its
debut.
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1904 Main Building suffered
its 2nd major fire on February
18th. The College reopened on
October 12th with a new look -
Main Building had a rotunda!

Main Building, 1904 -1941

1905 The Department of
Expression offered students an
opportunity to explore the
world of the dramatic arts.

1906 The Trustees began a
$100,000 financial campaign.

1907 Mrs. Lucy H. Robertson
(the College's president) and a
number of students traveled to
Europe in the summer.
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